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The future of legal research for the Middle East 

THE LAW LIKE YOU’VE NEVER SEEN IT



Find that piece of information that makes a difference or unlocks a case.

Over 23,000 laws from across the UAE and 3,000* laws from Qatar. All titles are all 
searchable in English with links to the PDF of the original Arabic law.

Translated core commercial laws* from pivotal Gulf states; Saudi Arabia,  
Kuwait and Bahrain.

Accurate English translations of over 8000* commercially relevant and widely used laws; 
case reports; the latest news from across the Gulf; and a chance to search wider and 
further with greater accuracy and speed.

Exclusive access to James Whelan’s translation and annotations of the Ministry of Justice 
Civil Code and its accompanying commentary.

When you have more choices, more content and more opportunities, what will you find?

Welcome to Westlaw Gulf, our new online legal research tool where you can see 
the law like you’ve never seen it.

Westlaw Gulf contains a wealth of legal information from across the Middle East and is 
powered by global research favourite – Westlaw.

From the USA to the UK, Hong Kong, India, Australia and beyond, legal professionals 
rely on Westlaw products to boost their productivity, focus their energies and find exactly 
what they need, fast. And now, you can too.

WELCOME TO WESTLAW GULF 
NEW OPTIONS AND NEW OPPORTUNITIES

LOCALLY ROOTED, GLOBALLY POWERED



This is the chance for you  
to interact with the law in  
a whole new way.
There is the option to search wider, consult 
more sources and reference more materials with 
greater accuracy and speed than ever before. 
There are opportunities to find that critical piece 
of information that makes you stand out. We go 
through all the publications and information 
from UAE and Qatar government ministries and 
cross-check everything against every law gazette 
published across the region. We then take all that 
information and compile it into groups of content, 
linking all related materials and information.

Our unique collection offers unparalleled 
coverage and is regularly updated to make sure 
that you are referring to and relying upon the  
best information possible.

CASES

Thousands of principles from key cases have 
been translated into English from courts such as:

•	 The Dubai Court of Cassation

•	 The Abu Dhabi Court of Cassation*

•	 Union Supreme Court – translated into English 
by the recognised authority, James Whelan

Case reports from the Dubai International 
Financial Centre Courts (DIFC) covering;

•	 The DIFC Court of First Instance

•	 The DIFC Court of Appeal 

•	 The DIFC Small Claims Tribunal

WHAT WILL YOU FIND?



LEGISLA TION

All translated legislation is consolidated so you can 
be sure that you are looking at the latest version.

UAE
•	 Over 23,000 laws from across the UAE in 

Arabic from the Master Gazette Index. Covering 
gazetted and non-gazetted law; Federal and 
Emirate legislation and over 17 Freezones

•	 Going back as far as 1960, these laws span a 
wide range of subjects from commercial and 
immigration law to IP and real estate law

•	 5,000 of the most commercially relevant and 
widely used laws from across the UAE have 
been translated into English by our team of 
experienced bilingual legal experts

QATAR
•	 3,000* laws from across Qatar in English with 

links to the original Arabic text – sourced from 
the official Gazette and covering commercial 
laws spanning from 1961 to 2011

SAUDI ARABIA, KUWAIT AND BAHRAIN 
•	 English translations of the core laws* from 

Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and Bahrain are available 
on the service

BOOKS AND ANALYSIS

Several key texts on the interpretation and 
application of the civil, commercial and business 
laws of the UAE are included. Everything you 
need to do business across the region is in these 
publications: from corporate formation, taxation, 
employment, bankruptcy and insolvency law to IP, 
customs, foreign investment and litigation.

•	 Business Laws of the UAE

•	 Business Laws of Saudi Arabia

•	 Business Laws of Kuwait & Qatar

•	 Business Laws of Lebanon

•	 UAE Civil Code and Ministry of Justice 
Commentary – 2010, James Whelan
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Getting pieces of law translated  
from Arabic into English can be  
time-consuming and expensive.

We include 8,000* expertly written 
English translations of widely used and 
commercially relevant laws from across 
the UAE and Qatar*. And this number is 
growing all the time. 

English translations are also available for 
the principles of the cases from the Dubai 
Court of Cassation, the Federal Supreme 
Court and the Abu Dhabi Court of Cassation.*

The core laws* of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait and 
Bahrain are also available in English. 

Every single one of our translations 
has been carried out by specialist legal 
translators and checked by our team 
of bilingual legal experts who all have 
experience of working in the Middle East.

Dependable and accurate translations are 
no longer hard to find.

TRANSLA TIONS ON REQUEST 
If you need a law translated into English that 
is currently only available in Arabic our local 
team will prioritise your request and send it 
to you before loading onto the service.

RESEARCH ON REQUEST 
Our locally based team will carry out any 
research query you have† free of charge and 
get the answers back to you within 24-72 
hours. Whether you have subject-specific 
questions, you want to know about latest 
developments in the region or you want us 
to follow up a rumour that you’ve heard – 
we’ll look into it. The relationships we’ve 
built up in the region with key industry 
players and regulatory bodies mean we  
ask the right people the right questions.

FULLY SEARCHABLE 
The text of all our translations is fully 
searchable. That means that as well as 
searching for the name of the Act itself, 
you can also search for terms within the 
translations.

Our Master Gazette Index lets you search 
through the titles of all laws in English. 
That means that even if you are not an 
Arabic speaker you’ll be able to find a 
piece of law regardless of whether it is  
in Arabic or English.

FULLY CONSOLIDATED TE XT 
And to make sure that you are relying  
on the latest information, all our  
translated laws are consolidated  
with all amendments.

† Subject to assessment of the request

ACCURATE ENGLISH TRANSLATIONS



There’s no need to worry about keeping 
track of the very latest legal developments 
across the Middle East.

Our alerts automatically update you on 
new content in the areas of law that really 
matter to you. Delivered as often as you 
like, these are the ideal way to hear about 
new additions to Westlaw Gulf.

You can set up as many alerts as you wish 
on preselected areas of law or on specific 
topics that you are most interested in.

HOT TOPICS, NEWS AND KEY ISSUES 
Our News and Current Awareness features 
keep you up to speed with the latest 
developments. We scan the news for  
important stories, compile them and alert 
you to what’s happening today.

After all, hearing breaking news is only 
useful when the news is breaking.

•	 Daily reports on key legal stories covered in 
the press compiled by our editorial team

•	 Breaking news updates as they happen

•	 Live news feed from Reuters with 
NewsRoom

•	 Monthly journal, “Law Update” 
published by widely respected law firm, 
Al Tamimi

•	 Never miss a new law being passed 

You’ll never have to wait for printed 
reports, because we report on new 
judgments and laws as they are passed  
or a decision is made. With us, you can  
cite the law with confidence.
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LET INFORMATION COME TO YOU

* Please note that the cases from the Abu Dhabi 
Court of Cassation will be available from September 
2011. Of the 8000 translations referred to on the 
service, 3000 of these are Qatar-related. Qatar 
content and the core laws of Saudi Arabia, Kuwait 
and Bahrain are being added throughout 2011.



A BETTER WAY TO THE  
RIGHT RESULT

Having vast content to call upon is great. But it’s even 
better when you combine it with search tools that return 
just the thing you are looking for. Westlaw Gulf draws 
on user-friendly technology that has been designed to 
work in the same way as your brain, joining up related 
materials and letting you navigate with ease.

Reliable and complete content + great functionality 
= successful legal research with Westlaw Gulf.

CUSTOM SEARCHING – search 
wide and far with the click of a 
button. You can use our free-text 
search capability to search within 
legislation, cases, annotations, 
citations, practice areas or regions.

FAST AND EASY TO USE –  
we know that a minute saved on 
your legal research is a minute 
you can spend on the next thing 
on your list. That’s why we have 
designed a service that is intuitive 
and brings you back the right 
information first time.



RESULT FILTERING – once  
your search has generated 
results, you can filter by practice 
area or jurisdiction. To further 
narrow your search you can  
add sub-searching options.

CREATE YOUR OWN FOLDERS – 
save documents related to a case, 
topic, client or subject area in one 
place. As you search you can tag 
documents and they will be added 
to the folder that you choose. 
And storing your research online 
means access to your documents 
anywhere, anytime.



JOIN UP YOUR THINKING – all 
related content is hyperlinked. 
If a case refers to an article of 
legislation it will be linked. If 
legislation refers to other or 
amending legislation it will be 
linked. Any related materials – 
annotations, commentary, case 
report commentaries or citations 
– will be linked. This gives you a 
well-rounded research experience, 
where you can quickly jump to 
other information that you may 
need to refer to without having to 
start a new search from scratch.



KEEP TRACK OF YOUR LATEST 
SEARCHES – use the Trail option 
to see all the searches you have 
performed and the documents you 
have viewed in the last 14 days.

SAVE, PRINT AND EMAIL – all 
documents or parts of documents can 
be emailed or saved as Word or PDF 
files. To save you time, you can print 
all your saved documents in one go.



your local team 
Whenever you need help, we’re available. Our customer service team is on hand  
24 hours a day, 7 days a week. We are here to help with any research queries, 
account questions and any other enquiries that you might have. You can also  
speak to us to request a translation or to set up training sessions. 

We have a dedicated team in the region so that we can deliver you an efficient  
and personal service.
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GET IN TOUCH
For more information on Westlaw Gulf:          

CALL
8000 440 338 (UAE Toll Free)
+44 (0) 20 3128 7779 (International)

EMAIL
For sales enquiries, free trials, and customer assistance contact customer.services@westlawgulf.com 
For research and translation queries contact customer.services@westlawgulf.com
For billing or contract queries (existing customers) contact billing@westlawgulf.com
For passwords queries (existing customers) contact passwords@westlawgulf.com 
For media and marketing queries contact enquiries@westlawgulf.com 

VISIT
westlawgulf.com
Your account will be personally handled by our locally based team. 
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EVEN MORE TO LOOK  
FORWARD TO
We are committed to providing you with the finest online research tool 
available. Part of that commitment is the continual evolution and growth 
of your service. We will be adding more and more content, giving you an 
even greater range of case law, legislation, news and translations to refer 
to, and creating even more ways for you to find the information that makes 
a difference.

DEVELOPMENTS FOR  2012

In 2012 you can look forward to a host of developments including:

•	 A Saudi Arabian service.  Currently being developed, it will include 
legislation, cases and commentary from the region. 

•	 Westlaw Gulf in Arabic. From the interface and search options to the 
content itself, everything will be adaptable for Arabic speakers. And with 
the click of button you will be able to switch between the Arabic and 
English screens.

Look out for more updates from the Westlaw Gulf team.



CALL
8000 440 338 (UAE Toll Free)
+44 (0) 20 3128 7779 (International)

EMAIL
customer.services@westlawgulf.com 

VISIT
westlawgulf.com

Thomson Reuters is the world’s leading source of intelligent 
information for businesses and professionals. We combine industry 
expertise with innovative technology to deliver critical information to 
leading decision makers in the financial, legal, tax and accounting, 
healthcare and science and media markets, powered by the world’s 
most trusted news organisation. With headquarters in New York 
and major operations in London and Eagan, Minnesota, Thomson 
Reuters employs 55,000 people and operates in over 100 countries. 
Thomson Reuters shares are listed on the Toronto and New York Stock 
Exchanges. For more information, go to www.thomsonreuters.com
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