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Most of the discussions about intellectual property rights take for granted that exclusive rights in
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developed towards an understanding of IP as an end in itself.
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that the process of copyright law making at the European level lacks transparency and that the voice of
academia too often remains unheard. The Group believes that a European Copyright Code drafted by
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of GIs to other products, as debated under the World Trade Organization (WTO), have been addressed.
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members of WTO. These are: the mandatory registration approach; the voluntary registration approach;
and the alternative approach. The second issue pertaining to the extension embodies two schools, namely
proponents of extension and opponents of extension. Each approach has its own merits and shortcomings.
Little progress has been seen since the positions of countries have not evolved much. These positions,
in the view of the author, should be determined by the economic benefits that may derive from the
system to be put in place rather than by political gain. A more pragmatic approach is required as protection
is not the end by itself. Branding and national policies/strategies to promote local products are required.
Economic studies are required to access the economic cost/benefit of each approach.
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The doctrine of authorisation of copyright infringement is once again hotly debated with the decision
in the Australian Federal Court test case of Roadshow Films Pty Ltd v iiNet Limited (No.3). This article
will expound the legislation and the case law surrounding the concept of authorisation and demonstrate
that much of the confusion is unnecessary as there is one category of cases that seem to have been
forgotten by the judiciary and commentators alike. This category, called "bound to infringe" cases, holds
the key to deciphering many of the recent decisions in Australia. This article will argue that the concept
is in reality quite clear and straightforward but a lack of appreciation for its simplicity has led the judiciary
and commentators to muddy the waters.
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This article provides a critical overview of the current regulation of the patentability of computer-related
inventions, in the context of conflicting cross-jurisdictional governing provisions and practices resulting
in an unfortunate lack of legal harmony at an international and domestic level. In particular, this article
queries the impact of the divergent laws and practices of the US and the EU on the essential achievement
of a more harmonised and effective intellectual property legal framework for computer programs, capable
of securing adequate economic returns for inventors while preserving the necessary scope for competition
and public access to the use of these technologies.
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had been anticipated. The court divided closely (5-4) over whether business method patents were
categorically proscribed. The court was unanimous that claims pre-empting abstract ideas were
patent-ineligible, that it was insufficient that a claimed invention merely be "useful, concrete, and
tangible" and that it was not an absolute requirement that claims be limited to physical transformations
of substances or to being carried out with a particular apparatus (the so-called machine-or-transformation
test)—the court deeming that test helpful, however, in an unspecified way. But how to determine
patent-eligibility for claimed inventions when they did not meet that test was unmentioned, much less
explained.
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5.60(2) of the Patents Act 1977 (PA77). In a decision that will please patentees, the court confirms the
potentially very broad reach of this provision. The decision arguably puts a heavy burden on manufacturers
and suppliers of goods which, although not in themselves infringing, may ultimately be used in an
infringing manner by customers further down the supply chain. The court also stressed the relevance of
other Member States’ decisions regarding provisions such as this which originate from the same treaty,
and the importance of reaching consistent decisions between them.
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