
October 18 2006 

 
 
Issued by Mattison Public Relations  

Lord Hutton responds to media reaction to the Hutton Report  
 
Lord Hutton has written an article published by Sweet & Maxwell, the leading legal publisher, in 
the Winter issue of the journal "Public Law" published on 18 October 2006. The article, which is 
available online at www.sweetandmaxwell.co.uk/Lord Hutton Article.pdf, is his first response to 
the criticisms of the Hutton Report that have been made since its publication in January 2004.  
 
In the article he states:  

∞ "If all the evidence given at my inquiry was fairly taken into account, there was no 
reasonable basis on which my conclusion that the government did not know that the 45 
minutes claim was wrong and had not ordered the dossier to be sexed up could be 
described as a whitewash of the government." This conclusion was confirmed by the 
report of Lord Butler's Committee which refers to "allegations that the intelligence in the 
September dossier had knowingly been embellished, and hence over the good faith of 
the Government" and then continues: "Lord Hutton dismissed these allegations. We 
should record that we, too, have seen no evidence which would support any such 
allegations."  

∞ "If I had delivered a report highly critical of the government in terms which conformed to 
the hopes of some commentators I have no doubt that it would have received much 
praise. However, in reality, if I had written such a report I would have been failing in one 
of the cardinal duties of a judge conducting an inquiry into a highly controversial matter 
which gives rise to intense public interest and debate. That duty is to decide fairly the 
relevant issues arising under the terms of reference having regard to all the evidence and 
not to be swayed by pressure from newspapers and commentators or from any other 
quarter."  

 
 
Lord Hutton goes on to explain and that in his view the criticisms directed at the report failed to 
take into proper account his terms of reference and also failed to take into account all of the 
evidence which had been presented, concentrating instead only on those parts of the evidence 
which, viewed in isolation and apart from the surrounding circumstances, could be regarded as 
harmful to the Government. Lord Hutton also says that he felt that he would have been failing in 
his duty if he had refused to conduct the inquiry.  
 
ENDS  



Notes to editors:  
 
Lord Hutton will not be giving interviews.  
 
Sweet & Maxwell (www.sweetandmaxwell.thomson.com) is a leading provider of information and 
solutions to the legal and professional markets in the UK and Ireland. With over 200 years of 
history and heritage in legal publishing, Sweet & Maxwell offers detailed and specialist 
knowledge, understanding, interpretation and commentary across a wide range of subjects in a 
variety of formats to meet customers' needs - books, journals, periodicals, looseleafs, CD-ROMs 
and online services.  
 
Sweet & Maxwell is part of The Thomson Corporation. The Thomson Corporation 
(www.thomson.com), with 2005 revenues of $8.7 billion, is a global leader in providing integrated 
information solutions to business and professional customers. Thomson provides value-added 
information, software tools and applications to more than 20 million users in the fields of law, tax, 
accounting, financial services, higher education, reference information, corporate e-learning and 
assessment, scientific research and healthcare. With operational headquarters in Stamford, 
Conn., Thomson has approximately 40,000 employees and provides services in approximately 
130 countries. The Corporation's common shares are listed on the New York and Toronto stock 
exchanges (NYSE: TOC; TSX: TOC).  
 
The academic journal "Public Law" is published four times a year and is read by legal academics, 
practitioners and judges in the UK and overseas.  
 
Press enquiries:  
 
Boris Nadenic  
Corporate Communications Manager  
Sweet & Maxwell  
020 7393 7620  
 
Nick Mattison or Toby Crisp  
Mattison Public Relations  
Tel: 020 7645 3636  

 


